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How to Choose a Cancer Doctor

some tips:

» Ask your primary care doctor or the doctor who
diagnosed you for names of cancer specialists they
would recommend.

+ Try contacting cancer centers or hospitals near you
to ask about doctors who work with people who
have your type of cancer. Many hospitals and ofices
have physician referral lines and websites you can
use to fnd answers to your questions.

 Consider asking family and friends, as well as nurses
and doctors in your community, if they know of a
specialist they would recommend.

» Check with your health insurance plan. They can
give you the names of doctors who'’ll accept your
insurance coverage.

You can also search national directories of medical
doctors, including those who specialize in treating
cancer, to fnd the type of doctor you need. You can
Tnd a list of these directories on cancer.org or by
calling 1-800-227-2345. Here are a couple of the more
commonly used directories:

» The American Medical Association (AMA)
(ama-assn.org) has a locator service called Doctor
Finder. It provides details about member doctors,
such as their specialty area(s) and contact information.

« The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO)
website (cancer.net) provides an oncologist
directory called Find a Cancer Doctor. You can search
by ZIP code or by doctor name.

Here is some information you may want to gather as you
look for the cancer doctor that best meets your needs.

Doctor’s name

Phone number

Address/location
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