


Placebo use in clinical trials
Placebos (fake treatments) are rarely 
used alone in clinical trials that test a 
new treatment. A placebo might be used 

if  there is no treatment known to work or the study is 
looking at some way to prevent cancer. But, most cancer 
clinical trials do not use placebos. It’s not ethical to give 
someone a placebo instead of a treatment that’s known 
to work.

Deciding whether to be in  
a clinical trial 

http://cancer.org/clinicaltrials

